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Chairtime 
 

Having taken over from Bill Grimsley 

in December and fully appreciating 

the magnitude of what he and his 

Council have achieved in the last four 

years, reviving the SAA, it seemed a 

large challenge, but one I relished. 

There have been one or two changes 

to the Council but I have every confi-

dence in the new Council and we in-

tend to continue to strengthen our 

influence in the world of aeromodel-

ling and our support of all Scottish 

clubs. 

To many of you I will be a new face 

but many of you will know me well. I 

am a very regular flyer at Glenrothes 

and have been chairman there for 

the last two years, where with an ex-

cellent committee, we have improved the facilities and the image of the club. 

I made my entry into aeromodelling in 1958, at the now defunct Kirkcaldy 

club, making my balsa and kit purchases from Peter Montgomeryôs toy and 

hobby shop in Kirkcaldy. I quickly moved to the Glenrothes club and flew con-

trol line, team race, combat and ñratò race. My first model was a Champ with 

an Allen Mercury 10. At this point club meetings were held in Bill Watsonôs 

(FSAA) kitchen and we flew in Carlton Park. A young lad, Brian Barclay, had 

also just joined the club and I am pleased to say he is still active in our hobby 

and regularly visits fly-ins all over Scotland and England.  

I progressed to serious combat, 1/2 A and Class A racing and I continued 

with this for a few years competing throughout Scotland and the North of 

England. It was now the 60ôs and my hobby was brushed aside by the Beat-

les, discos, hormones and mini-skirts. Others like Ron Fraser, Chris Grubb 

and Brian carried on. 

For many years I sailed with my family and gained a private pilotôs licence, 

flying to most airports in Scotland, the Western Isles and Northern Ireland. 

We sailed competitively and successfully for many years. When I retired from 

sailing and flying after thirty years I needed a new pastime and I joined the 
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Glenrothes Aeromodelling Club again. I was warmly welcomed and with sup-

port and training obtained my Bronze with Don Imrie(FSAA) a few weeks later 

and since then I have taken my Bronze Plus and Silver. Thanks to initial flights 

with Alan Gibson, FSAA and excellent tutoring from Charlie Galloway, my vice 

chairman at GAC. I am also indebted to Dougie Shepherd and Barry Sharp for 

mentoring and delivering my Bronze Plus and Silver. I donôt think we fully ap-

preciate the efforts of club trainers and examiners. 

 I now possess a variety of 12 models which I fly two or three times a week and 

I hope to achieve my LMA proficiency early in the new year with my ı scale 

Tiger Moth and ı scale Piper cub and hopefully, some help from Bob Nellies. 

I am confident our new Council will be out and about around the club events 

and I hope you will make us aware of your ideas for the future of the SAA, as 

well as making us welcome at your club.  

Any club I have visited, so far, has made me extremely welcome. I think if 

more club members visited other clubôs events we would create a stronger 

SAA, extending the great work of Bill and his previous Council. 

A few weeks ago I attended an event for the ATC at HMS Caledonia to witness 

the handing over of eight thousand pounds of modelling equipment to the ATC 

squadrons. All funded by the RAF Charitable Trust. Colin Nicol, Bill Grimsley 

and Don Imrie have been heavily involved in this project which could bring 

many young members to our hobby and the SAA. 

 I was also able to present one of the SAA trophies to Wing Commander 

McCrae and Squadron Leader Gray for their help in getting this project and 

funding off the ground. We can also depend on the enthusiastic support from 

Wing Commander Wallace. All clubs should attempt to get involved with their 

local ATC if they want. 

In the middle of January I visited the water plane event at Monikie, a well run 

and a well attended day. This is a lovely venue facing North with a large area 

of water with an attractive surrounding area. If you havenôt tried flying off water, 

give it a go! 

My next official engagement was the Fellows lunch at Glenrothes Airport. A 

great opportunity to chat with our Patron, Group Captain Urquhart and our 

vastly experienced Fellows who turned up in large number. I was also able to 

chat with Peter McKenna and Tom Gallacher to get their thoughts on the Scot-

tish Air Show in June. I hope that will be another successful event but it needs 

support from our Scottish pilots and helpers from all our clubs. We can rely on 

help from the ATC but we need at least 20 bodies to assist at the weekend 

with set up, running and clear up. Please volunteer and make this the best 

show ever. 
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I will do my best to keep all clubs informed with updates on any progress with 

the EASA proposals. We are working closely with the CAA, BMFA and the 

LMA on these matters and we will be striving hard to get a satisfactory result.  

I trust you are all building and repairing for the new season and wishing for 

some better weather. Weather permitting, I know many are flying regularly and 

safe flights! Keep your eyes on the events page on the web site as the diary is 

beginning to fill up, starting in February. 

Remember, the SAA and your Council cannot function properly without your 

ideas and supportðplease consider what you can do for the SAA and not just 

what the SAA can do for you. 

Safe, happy flying. 

Alex. Mackie 

Fitness Aspects of Flying Site Maintenance by Tom Laird 

Most clubs have a challenge when it comes to getting volunteers for mainte-

nance, so on my last excursion I took my fitness heart rate monitor to see what 

the health benefits were. For my age (everyone is different), weight loss is gen-

erally 110 - 130 HBM, aerobic fitness is up to 140 HBM and above that is An-

aerobic exercise which burns carbohydrates, builds muscle and elevates my 

levels of good cholesterol. The chart breakdown is as follows: 

 

0 - 25 minutes: Raking off old grass, strimming path for drain, and dig-

ging new drain. As you can see it was harder work as I got to the 15 to 20 mi-

nute mark because the ground was heavier. The last part (22 - 25) was easier 

as I was only levelling out the bottom of the drain. 

25 - 48 minutes: general strimmer work to cut down grass and reeds. 

50 - 1h 12 : using roller on runway. 

Of course you might want to consult your doctor before engaging in any of 

these activities. 
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AGM 2016 Report 

by Tom Laird 

The meeting was opened by Bill Grimsley who welcomed everyone and 

introduced our guests, Dave Johnston from the LMA, Wing Commander Colin 

McCrae and Squadron Leader Tom Gray and explained about our new trophy, 

donated by Ron Fraserôs family and to be awarded to the best improved air 

cadet. We had about 50 attendees with some new faces in the crowd but 

mostly it is the same group who turn up each year. This is generally a 3-hour 

meeting with tea, coffee, sandwiches, and a lot of humour and definitely well 

worth escaping the Christmas shopping for.  

Bill covered his work through the year and thanked all the clubs for their 

hospitality. 4000 miles travelled!! 

 

He gave a report on the ATC work and the presentations to the various 

squadrons he had attended, and covered the funding received from The RAF 

Charitable Trust for models and equipment, and thanked the cadets for their 

excellent work at the air show manning the gates and directing traffic in the car 

park. Further thanks were given to the large number of SAA members who 

helped set up the site for the show, and he put out a call for helpers to set up 

the 2017 show on the 24th & 25th June. Although Bill is standing down as 

Chairman he is still involved in the Scottish Model Airshow so please let him 

know if you can get along to help. Ã1000 was donated to each of the hospices. 
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The membership for the International Jet Association has been renewed 

keeping Scotland on the world map, and Bill is once again one of the judges. 

He expressed a desire to see a Scottish pilot at Finland next year.  

 

He then covered the CAA and Ministry of Transport meeting and reported that 

both are very happy with how we operate. On the EASA front, discussions and 

meetings are ongoing in response to their 72 page document for the control of 

UAVôs which resulted in all the national organisations meeting to look at how 

best respond. UAVôs include model aircraft so needs to be resolved in a way 

that does not stop our flying activities. 

 

Bill covered the FPV Championships at the Dundee club and reiterated that he 

would like to see more multi-rotor pilots in the SAA clubs, and becoming 

members of the SAA. 

Bill finished with a thanks to the members and the council for all their support. 

 

Jim McGlynn was up next and covered the CAA meeting in more detail, and 

gave an update on the situation facing one club with encroaching houses. At 

the forthcoming CAA meeting he will be seeking clarification on a few FPV & 

Multi-rotor points. 

 

He thanked all the clubs and examiners for their help and assistance and 

encouraged other clubs to host an event. In total this year we had 60 passes.  

 

Willy Jack gave a report but basically said it had been another quiet year, 

though he did get us back onto the Sports Scotland web site, and importantly, 

we are the first sport mentioned. Aeromodelling beats Angling. https://
www.sportscotland.org.uk/sport-a-z/ 

 

 

Peter Miller also reported another quiet year and is looking forward to building 

further links with the schools to deliver model related presentations following 

on from his time on the Council. 

 

https://www.sportscotland.org.uk/sport-a-z/
https://www.sportscotland.org.uk/sport-a-z/
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 Tom Love was also standing down this year but a replacement in the form of 

Gordon Hunter is taking over. Tom recommended that the fees remained the 

same and this was subsequently agreed. He gave an update on the PayPal 

process and the new treasurer will continue this work, but at present the fees 

appeared to be the stumbling block. Please let the Treasurer or Secretary 

know your views on this subject.  

 

Carolyn reported that the current membership is 1164 closing at 30th Sept. 

2017 membership starts on 1st Oct and approximately 300 renewals have been 

processed and still arriving at a good rate.  

 

Bill was also acting as the CDôs Rep and commented favourably on the 

number of competitions we have, but asked for more reports please. The 2016 

Scottish Scale Nationals attracted another large entry beating last years, so 

hopefully we are seeing a growth in this area. According to the scale CD, there 

are a lot of really nice models ñout thereò and at the fly-ins but not at the 

competitions for some reason. Bill Anderson will be taking over as C.D.ôs Rep 

for 2017/8. 

 

Lesley reported a pretty poor year on the 

merchandising front, so please, if you need a 

new fleece or sweatshirt, see her first. 

 

Graeme reported a fairly quiet year but had 

visited a few of the waterplane events, the fly-ins 

and the static display at the Thornton Highland 

Games. 

 

From myself I reported 3 x 48 page magazines, 

helping with the new recruitment brochure, the 

editorôs YouTube channel, the Flickr page and 

the Facebook page for the Airshow. 350 copies 

of Airtime go out by e-mail, 90 by post, and the 

release is communicated to about 1000 people 

through Social Media. 

 

On the business side there were 2 proposals ï 

the first was to allow 3 members from any one 

club to be a voting members on the council, and 

the second was to increase the Guardians from 3 

to 4. Both were carried.  
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Flt Sgt Callum Kerrigan was presented 
with the Ron Fraser Trophy by Ronôs son 

Keith on behalf of the family for the best 

improved cadet. Calum is also now 

teaching other cadets. 

 

The Chairmanôs Trophy went to Squadron 

Leader Tom Gray. Scale Class III trophies 

went to Charlie Galloway (3rd), Steven Fox 

(2nd), Duncan Gray (1st) and Flying Only 

went to Bill Grimsley (3rd), Simon Louden 

(2nd) and Lindsay Dickie (1st). Gerry 

Marchbanksô Popular Scale trophy was 

not presented this year but hopefully will 

be in 2017. 

 

Jimmy Pinkerton & Robert Cameron won 

the Control Line team race trophy. 

 

Fellowships went to Peter Miller for his 

work with the schools and to Stewart 

Smith for his work as webmaster. 

 

 


